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CURRICULUM REFORM INFORMATION –
PRIMARY

Phases of curriculum implementation in NSW schools

2022: K-2 syllabus

2023: K-2 syllabus

2024: K-2 syllabus

2023: 3-6 syllabus

2024: 3-6 syllabus

2025: 3-6 syllabus
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How staff have been engaging 
with the new curriculum

✓ Completing department K-2 English and Mathematics micro learning modules

✓ Liaising with our Cardiff  Community of Schools to learn from our curriculum advisors 

✓ Observing K-2 classes at Cardiff  South PS in 2022 to see the trial units in action

✓ Trialing decodable readers and Heggerty Phonemic Awareness in K-2 classrooms and LST programs

✓ Professional learning to unpack the new syllabus and understand their evidence base

✓ Collaborative planning days for K-2 staff to plan for a successful start to 2023

✓ Whole school focus on the forms of spelling and their link to the new syllabus

✓ Whole school ‘Teaching Sprint’ focused on vocabulary 

✓ Whole school focus on Number Talks and Working Mathematically proficiencies 



How you can access the new syllabus 
from home

https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/syllabuses/english-k-10-2022

https://curriculum.nsw.edu.au/syllabuses/english-k-10-2022
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Cheat sheet for 
families –
impress your 
kids! 
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Structural features of the English K-2 syllabus
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Structural features of the 3-6 English syllabus



Reading evidence base
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Reading evidence base
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https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-
learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-
learning-resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-
years-of-school/comprehension

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-learning-resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-years-of-school/comprehension
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What is phonological awareness?

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-
and-learning-resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-years-of-school/phonological-
awareness

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-learning-resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-years-of-school/phonological-awareness
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Phonological Awareness snapshot… 



Science of Reading  VS Balanced Literacy
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Overview of Science of reading:

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/how-do-kids-learn-
to-read-what-the-science-says/2019/10

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/how-do-kids-learn-to-read-what-the-science-says/2019/10


CURRICULUM REFORM INFORMATION –
PRIMARY

19

What is phonics?

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-learning-
resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-years-of-school/phonics

https://education.nsw.gov.au/teaching-and-learning/curriculum/literacy-and-numeracy/teaching-and-learning-resources/literacy/effective-reading-in-the-early-years-of-school/phonics
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Phonics and decodables snapshot… 



GSPS quality 
literature
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Bringing texts to life…
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Bringing texts 
to life…
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VOCABULARY 
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SPELLING 
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Coordinated – taught together



Parent challenge! 
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GSPS spelling journey snapshot… 



Mathematics challenge…



SOLUTION!

How did you 
feel during this 

challenge?
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The evidence base highlights the importance of

• The coordinated development of the working 

mathematically processes

• Making connections between mathematical ideas

• Focusing on the language and vocabulary 

of mathematics

• Mathematical reasoning.

Mathematics evidence base
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Structural features of the 
K-2 Mathematics syllabus
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Structural features of the 
3-6 Mathematics syllabus



Class mathematical dispositions



Number Talks at GSPS



Sneak peek of our Number Talks…



Traditional Mathematics VS purposeful and 
connected pedagogy

❑Focus on working mathematically

❑Productive struggle ‘having a sweaty brain’

❑Connecting areas to develop understanding

❑Exploring multiple ways to solve a problem

❑Everyone is a mathematician! 

❑We learn from our mistakes

❑Focus on memorising facts and rote learning

❑Speed 

❑Teaching one area in isolation

❑Explicitly teaching number strategies as ‘one 
way’

❑Only one way to find an answer

❑Some people have ‘Maths brains’ and some do 
not

❑You are either right or wrong
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